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Background
Sabbatical Year: Plan A
2
…”When you come into the land which I give you, then the land shall keep a sabbath to
the LORD. 3 Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your
vineyard, and gather its fruit; 4 but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of
solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the LORD. You shall neither sow your field nor
prune your vineyard.”
(Leviticus 25:2-4)
Written before 1400 B.C.

Sabbatical Year: Plan B, Part 1
33
I will scatter you among the nations and draw out a sword after you; your land shall
be desolate and your cities waste. 34 Then the land shall enjoy its sabbaths as long as it
lies desolate and you are in your enemies' land; then the land shall rest and enjoy its
sabbaths. 35 As long as it lies desolate it shall rest— for the time it did not rest on your
sabbaths when you dwelt in it. (Leviticus 26:33-35)
Written before 1400 B.C.

Sabbatical Year: Plan B, Part 2
11
“And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12 Then it will come to pass, when seventy
years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of
the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,” says the LORD; “and I will make it a perpetual
desolation.”
(Jeremiah 25:11f)
Written between
627–582 B.C.

Daniel Prayed for Plan B, Part 2
In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus [539 B.C.], of the lineage of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign I,
Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years specified by the word of the
LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the
desolations of Jerusalem. Then I set my face toward the LORD God to make request…
(Daniel 9:1-3)

A Little Riddle
490
70
490

years that _________________________________ (70 weeks of years)
years that _________________________________ (70 years)
years that _________________________________ (70 weeks of years)

A. What can we infer from the symmetry? _____________________________________
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B. Cf. seven [sheba`] years [shānîm]” in Gen 29:18, 20, 27; and “week” [shebûa`] in Gen 29:27f.
Overview of 9:27-27
Seventy weeks decreed for Israel & Jerusalem
Seven weeks
(1–7)
Sixty-two weeks (8–69)
Silence
Semi-week 1
Semi-week 2

(9:24)

(7) for building
(62) until Messiah’s entrance
Events after the 69th, before the 70th
(½) until the covenant is broken
(½) until the six things of 9:24

(9:25)
(9:25)
(9:26)
(9:27)
(9:27)

Seventy Weeks for Israel—not for anyone else (9:24a)
Simplified Dispensational Chart
Mankind

Israel: Part A

1

2A

Church Age Israel: Part B
(7 Yr Tribulation)
3
2B

Millennium
4

Six future things for Israel and Jerusalem (9:24b)
a. To finish the transgression (i.e., ending Israel’s rebellion against God)

b. To seal up sin (i.e., God will remove Israel’s rebellion from His sight)

c. To make reconciliation for iniquity (i.e., Israel will be rightly related to God)

d. To bring in everlasting righteousness (i.e., Millennial Kingdom will be established)

e. To seal up vision and prophecy (i.e., fulfillment ends need for new prophecies)

2

f.

To anoint the Most Holy (i.e., Millennial Temple dedicated)

Seven Weeks [Years 1–49] Plus Sixty-Two Weeks [Years 50–483] Starts with the Decree (9:25)
The decree to rebuild Jerusalem (including plaza and walls) was March 5, 444 B.C.
The decree is dated in Nehemiah 2:1

The first period, seven-weeks long (years 1–49), were the construction period

The second period, 62 weeks long (years 50–483) lead to Jesus’ triumphal entry
Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Monday, March 30, A.D. 33*
(Matt 21:1-9 // Mark 11:1-10 // Luke 19:28-40 // John 12:12-19)

Silence: After the Sixty-Ninth, but Before the Seventieth (9:26)
Verse 25 describes events that occur during the first sixty-nine (7 + 62) weeks
Verse 26 describes events that occur after the sixty-ninth, but before the seventieth
Verse 27 describes events that occur during the seventieth.
Illustration: “During my first week at work, I had five days of training.
After the week ended I went fishing Saturday and to church on Sunday.
On my second week, my supervisor looked over my shoulder.”

Seven-in-Half: The Signing of the Covenant that Begins the Tribulation (9:27a)

Seven-in-Half: The Breaking of the Covenant and the Fulfillment of Six Things (9:27b)
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Summary:
Israel’s Working Ignoring Sabbatical Years during 490 Years Led to a 70-Year Expulsion

God’s Working for 490 Years Will Restore Israel to the Land and Being Right with God

Israel (not the Church) violated Seventy Sabbatical Years

God Will restore Israel (not the Church) to the Land of Israel

This Passage Follows Israel-Time, Not Church-Time

Israel-Time Does Not Overlap with Church-Time [The Rapture Is for the Church Only]

______________________________________________________________________________
*Calculating the End of the Sixty-Ninth Week
Prophetic Scriptures in the Bible use a 360-day calendar
Rev 12:14 refers to 3½ years as “a time, times, and half a time;”
Rev 11:3 and 12:6 refer to 3½ years as “1,260 days;”
Rev 11:2 and 13:5 refer to 3½ years as “forty-two months.”
These are equivalent under a thirty-day month system; hence a 360-day year.
69 × 7 (weeks) × 360 days per year = 173,880 days
A solar-year has 365.24219879 days (365 days, 6 hours, 52 minutes, and 44 seconds)
173,880
365.24219879

= 476 years and 24.7 days.

The difference between March 30, A.D. 33 and March 5, 440 B.C. is 476 years and 25 days.
On Monday, March 30, A.D. 33, Jesus said in reference to His crucifixion, “The hour has
come…” It was on that very day that He entered Jerusalem in fulfillment of Daniel 9:25. Note
that Daniel 9:26 says, “After the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off [killed].” Jesus was
crucified after Palm Monday—on April 3, A.D. 33.

4

